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SMMARY 

Community Organization for Relief and Development looks back into past year with much 

appreciation for reaching its stated objectives with the foremost benevolent support of our 

International partners; Bread for the world and Islamic Development Bank. The year has 

seen a lot of work, efforts and progress undertaken by the organization, results were 

absolutely very positive.  

However, CORD has implemented multiple activities in Mogadishu, Bosaso, Garowe and 

Galkayo which involved; awareness raising for the communities against FGM and HIV/AIDS, 

humanitarian relief to developmental activities. The anti-FGM and HIV/AIDS workshops 

which affected a large number of youths enabling them to eliminate previously held believes 

in regard of supporting FGM and stigmatizing People Living with Aids (PLWA). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other activities were, two boreholes in two villages of Puntland State of Somalia, namely 

Kobdhehad and Jingada were rehabilitated. CORD successfully allowed after the project 

execution the local community and their livestock to benefit once again from their two 

boreholes.  

Besides these two projects, CORD 

distributed computers and furniture 

equipment to its three WDC located in 

Mogadishu, Bosaso and Galkayo. 

Distribution of brand new computers and 

furniture was aimed at enhancing the 

educational facilities of the Women 

Development Center (WDC). 

Another distribution was made to three 

orphanage centers in Mogadishu, Galkayo 

and Garowe whereby orphans were given 

medical drugs in response to their plea for 

medical drugs assistance and to increase 

their health status to the highest level 

possible.  

CORD’s youth integration initiative 

programme made possible youths from 

various schools in Puntland to come 

together in Galkayo and play a regional 

football tournament. 

CORD also had effective operation of 

human rights program; the human rights 

protection team has done amazing work in 

mobilizing communities about their rights 

and recording human rights violation 

cases.  
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ACRONYMS                           MEANING 

AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome  

AMU Arab Medical Union 

BFTW Bread for The World 

PLWA People Living With Aids 

ECC Educational Community Center 

FGD Focus Group Discussion 

FGM Female Genital Mutilation  

GBV Gender Based Violence 

Unicef united Nations International Children Educational Fund 

HIV Hummo-Immune Virus 

IDB Islamic Development Bank  

IDP Internal Displaced People 

IEC Information Education Communication  

INGO International Non-Governmental Organization  

NGO Non-Govermental Organization 

TBA Traditional Birth Attendance 

WASH Water, Sanitiation and Hygiene  

WDCs Women Development Centers 
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PART 1. HUMAN RIGHTS & PROTECTION SECTOR 

Somalia is one of the least developed countries in the world when it comes to preserving the rights of the most vulnerable of its 

populations. Massive human rights violations occur in the country on a daily basis whether reported or committed in secrecy which 

mostly takes place out of ignorance. CORD’s main aim is to educate people on the importance of human rights and protection in 

order to divert and stop further human rights violations from occurring. In addition; workshops, radio outlets, forums and IEC 

materials were used as a medium for awareness raising either directly or indirectly targeting millions of people around Somalia on 

the critical issue of FGM and HIV/AIDS. Furthermore, CORD's GBV monitors report cases related to Human Rights violations in 

Galkayo, Bosaso and Mogadishu with the collaboration of IDP community committees and respond accordingly with the appropriate 

authority. 

1.1 Workshop Trainings on HIV/AIDS & FGM 

CORD with the generous funding of Bread for The World 

(BFTW)has conducted 4 workshops from November 2011 to 

February 2012 in line with its broad mission of having its 

message reached as much beneficiaries as possible to both 

IDP and Host community. Youth participants from Mogadishu 

and its surroundings were drawn to partake in the workshop 

activities that had a positive effect on their understanding of 

FGM and HIV/AIDS. 
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1.2. Forums 

CORD has been able to conduct two forums on HIV/AIDS and 

FGM for IDPs and Host community youth, which were held in 

Mogadishu on 15th of June and on 10th of August 2012 

respectively, each forum was attended by 100 participants 

re.The forums were aimed at assessing participants’ level of 

knowledge and attitudes towards HIV/AIDS and 

FGM.Therefore CORD used questionnaires to find out more information about their 

inner thought of towards FGM and People Living with AIDS(PLWA). The total 

Number of beneficiaries of both forums questionnaire discussions were 200 

participants.  

Table 1. Conducted forums for the Year 

Type of forum  Location 
# of direct 

beneficiaries 
# of indirect 
beneficiaries 

FGM&HIV AIDS  Mogadishu 200 600 

IDP rights  Bosaso 30 100 

Women rights  Bosaso 40 33 

TOTAL DIRECT/INDIRECT BENEFICIARIES: 270 733 
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1.3 Radio broadcasting 

The FGM and HIV/AIDS message got across approximately 2 

and half million people residing in Somalia. Youths have been 

targeted through radio programs and now their participation 

level has risen.Nowadays people tend to speak more openly 

during public gatherings about FGM/C and HIV/AIDS and it’s 

clear to them that there exist a problem which they can take 

their part in eliminating it . 

1.4 Production of IEC Materials 

People are getting more and more familiar with the 

Information, Education and Communication (IEC) on 

HIV/AIDS and FGM from materials posted on different public 

gathering places, in Mogadishu and Bosaso and this is having 

a positive effect on some of them. 

1.5 Data collection on human rights violations  

Human rights violations are recorded by CORD’s Human Rights Violation Monitoring staff, which goes in and around IDP camps in 

Bosaso, Mogadishu and Galkayo to investigate on human rights violations that are perpetrated towards minority groups, IDPs, women 

and children. 

Counseling is also provided to those who have been victimized so as to lessen the pain that was caused to them. Among those cases 

that are recorded by them include Domestic violence, attempted rape, Physical rape, Child abuse, Forced marriages, early marriages 

and Human Trafficking. 

Table 2.Human Rights Violations Bosaso, Galkayo and Mogadishu 

Type of Human rights violations Project Phase  Location # of cases reported Counselingcases 

 Domestic Violence 

 Attempted rape  

 Physical rape  

 Child abuse  

 Forced marriages 

 Early marriages.  

1-4 
Bosaso, Galkayo 
and Mogadishu  

23+43+120+160 

Domestic Violence 
Child abuse  
Forced marriages 
Early marriages.  
 

Total: Reported cases   346  
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1.6 BBC Media Action Project 

CORD organized a seven days Focus Group Discussions (FGD) on behalf of BBC Media Action to 80 participants.  Half of the 

participants were in Bosaso and the other half in Garowe. The objective of the Focus Group Discussions was to find out the HIV/AIDS 

program funded by UNDP’s impact and how beneficial it was for the communities living in the region. 

PART 2.  Health sector 

The health situation has been worsening since the collapse of 

the previous central government, without effective medical 

personnel and medical supplies and the inability of most of the 

population to access medical health care. Due to financial 

burdens many suffer from easily treatable diseases. Although 

other causes of illnesses are attributed due to lack of adequate 

medical personnel such as doctors, nurses, auxiliary midwives 

and etc. Therefore CORD strives to build the capacities of the 

Somali health sector personnel in terms of enhancing their skills 

at local level to enabling them perform their services with latest 

medical equipment and thus increasing the health status of the 

community. Consequently, CORD advocates for hygienic 

behavioral change for school children since according to 

UNICEF, correct hand washing on a regular basis can reduce 

diarrhea by 42 -47%  for children Under 15 years and can lower 

incidence of diarrhea by 53% percent. 

2.1 Distribution of birth equipment 

Community development driven organization has provided 30 

birth equipment kits on March-2012 to traditional birth 

attendance (TBA) groups. This was done due to the fact that 

these women often use unsterilized birth equipment which can 

dangerously spread contagious diseases such as HIV/AIDS.  

2.2 Psycho-social support to fire victims in Bosaso 

CORD approached many of the Bosaso fire victims on January-

2012 to provide counseling support. These people had bad 

emotional symptoms that could pose a danger to their mental 

health. Therefore, CORD helped them from the distress that the 

disaster has inflicted to their businesses. They were invited to 

attend a seminar in order to recover and build their hope after 

they lost everything to the horrific fire 

2.3Health training workshop offered at Galkayo Hospital  

CORD was able to facilitate a five days health training workshop 

conducted in Galkayo Hospital by Arab Medical Union (AMU). 

The training was given to the health personnel in the hospital in 

order to boost their knowledge on the various aspects related to 

health and enhance their skills to use the newly donated 

laboratory medical equipment by Islamic Development Bank.

.  
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2.4 Distribution of Medical drugs 

On the 19, 20, 21 of January 2012, 

CORD distributed medical drugs to three 

orphanage centers in Galkayo, Garowe 

and Bosaso benefiting 800 orphan 

children between the ages of 6 and 16 

years old. This step has been initially 

taken because of the poor health 

conditions of the orphans and their 

inability to access enough medical 

drugs. This initiative was made possible 

by IDB which has provided the funding 

of the medical drugs. 
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ART 3) EDUCATION SECTOR    

Education of the young and the old is 

important for developing societies. 

According to UNDP Somalia has the 

lowest school enrollment figures in the 

world at just 24% overall. This is mainly 

the reason because of the much 

insecurity, poverty and cultural factors 

which hinder girls to attend schooling in 

the country. CORD believes in free 

education being the only possible 

solution for the millions of Somalis who 

can't afford formal schools. Therefore as 

an initiative for free education, CORD 

runs three Women Development 

Centers in Galkayo, Mogadishu and 

Bosaso whereby the most vulnerable in 

the community are provided with 

numeracy, literacy and vocational 

training courses. Since its establishment 

in Mogadishu until today CORD reached 

to enroll more than 3000 students mainly 

from poor IDP communities. 
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 3.1 Women Development Center (WDC)  

The women Development Center is an essential place whereby various women groups are being empowered and trained on free life 

skills. Since its establishment in Mogadishu on 2004,CORD expanded its programme to Bosaso and Galkayo. The center enrolls every 

six months new students that are trained on computer usage, tailoring, numeracy and literacy. The aim of the center is to provide 

unskilled women with adequate skills and education so as to enable them to create their own employment and become independent. As 

so far, this year alone 450 young girls and women graduated from the various courses that are offered at the three WDCs. 

Table 3.Number of WDCs Student Graduates YEAR 2012 

Location/Place Number Courses attended 

Mogadishu 170 young girls and women  

Somali 
English 
Computer typing 
Tailoring 
Basic Math 

Galkayo 130 young girls and women 

Somali 
English 
Computer typing 
Tailoring 
Basic Math 

Bosaso 150 young girls and women 

Somali 
English 
Computer typing 
Tailoring 
Basic Math 

TOTAL  450 YOUNG GIRLS AND WOMEN GRADUATES  
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Figure 1.WDCs enrolments figures 2012 

In the year under review, there has been a slight increase of the number of women students attending in the three Women Development 

Centers located in Mogadishu, Galkayo and Bosaso. This is due to the accelerated efforts of CORD staff on informing the community 

about the importance of young girls and women education and as a result, more are getting attracted and willing to attend the WDCs.  

3.2 Construction of Educational Community Center (ECC)  

The construction of the Community Educational Center (ECC) was implemented by CORD with the funding of Islamic Development 

Bank(IDB) on February 2012 in Kalabayr village. The ECC is located in Mudug region of Somalia which has a population of around 3500 

families composed mainly of farmers and nomads. The Community Educational Center (ECC) will benefit overall community inhabitants. 
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3.3 RADIO ERGO workshop training  

CORD has organized three day workshop (9-11, Oct, 2012) on 
behalf of Radio Ergo whereby 25 journalists from various regions 
of Somalia took part in the training. The aim of the workshops 
was to train and build the capacities of 25 journalists on 
advanced local and international journalistic activities including 
effective Humanitarian information and reporting. Radio ERGO 
implemented the training with the assistance of CORD. 

 

 

 

3.4 Promotion of Hand-Washing practice  

CORD initiated its programme based on the promotion of hand-washing practice by 
distributing 500 of bar soaps to three primary and intermediary schools in Bosaso. This 
special event was marked on the 15

th
 of October which is regarded as the global hand-

washing day. CORD motivated school children to follow this hygienic practice, by training 
children to adopt on the activity of washing hands with soap to prevent life-threatening 
diseases such as diarrhea and other deadly infections 
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3.5 Distribution of computers and 
furniture to CORD’s WDC’s    

CORD with the close collaboration and 
funding of IDB, has managed to 
distribute 60 brand new computers to its 
three Women Development Centers 
(WDC) located in Bosaso, Galkayo and 
Mogadishu. As a result, students and 
teachers in the centers were satisfied 
with the supplies that will enable them to 
use for learning how computers really 
work. 
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PART 4) WASH/Agricultural Sector 

In recent years, Community Organization for Relief and Development has enhanced its WASH/Agriculture section in its development 

sector. With the generous funds of the Islamic development Bank, CORD once again drilled another borehole in Kalabayr village situated 

in Mudug Region and rehabilitated two more boreholes in Jingada and Kobdhehad villages in Bari Region whereby thousands of 

community members and their livestock will be the rightful beneficiaries of the projects. 

Figure 3.Number of Beneficiaries of Borehole Drilling and Rehabilitation in Mudug and Bari Regions 
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4.1 Borehole Drilling  

Mudug Region in Somalia is among 

those which have been hardly hit by 

the drought, owing to the appeal made 

by its population for the huge shortage 

of water, CORD with the financial help 

of the IDB was able to carry out and 

successfully complete borehole drilling 

project in March 2012 in Kalabayr 

village and rehabilitated another 

borehole in Jeehdin Village.  

4.2 Rehabilitation of 2 boreholes in 

Bari Region 

On the 20th of Oct, 2012 CORD 

rehabilitated two boreholes in 

Kobdhehad and Jingada villages in 

Bari Region, with the funding support 

of the Islamic Development Bank, 

thousands of people are enjoying 

access to clean water.  
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4.3 Wash Clusters Meeting  

For the purpose of widening relations 
and strengthening information sharing 
and cooperation of water and 
sanitation activities with local and 
international partners CORD’s WASH 
officers attended a three days 
gathering of regional and local WASH 
members held in Bosaso town which 
was coordinated and facilitated by 
UNICEF. CORD illustrated its previous 
year’s achievements and way forward 
with other NGO and INGO as well. 

PART 5) EMERGENCY SECTOR 
 
Due to the recent catastrophes in the country either caused by natural droughts or 
other man made factors, CORD has had a team to respond accordingly in terms of 
Relief emergencies which has been one and the only survival source for Somali 
communities in the past years. The CORD’s Emergency Response Team has done 
amazing work in Relief food distribution among the victims of drought by providing 
food and water for them 
 

 
 
 

.  

5.1 Distribution of food supplies  

Four days of food distribution was organized by CORD for 1350 households with the funding of IDB to offer an emergency 

response to the drought displaced people.  
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5.2 Nutritional food aid distribution  
In order to provide for the severely malnourished hospital patients at the Galkayo Hospital, CORD with the funding of IDB provided 
nutritional food aid on the 18th of January 2012. 
CORD furthermore mobilized poor Host and IDP families and disseminated nutritious food supplies in order to have them meet their 

nutritional requirements. It was recorded that 1,350 households equivalent to 9,450 people were the beneficiaries. In addition, 

further 700 households in Badwayn and Kalabayr villages also benefitted from the nutritious food distribution.  

Table 4.Number of Beneficiaries of the Nutritious food Distribution  

Location  Direct  beneficiaries  Type of nutritious food distributed  

Galkayo  1350 HH  • Nido Milk Powder 

•  Cornflakes 

• Siha (Nutritious food) 1 and 2 

•  Multivitamin syrups  

Badwayn  400 HH  

Kalabayr  300 HH  

Total =  2050 HH  
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PART 6) YOUTH SECTOR 

6.1 Youth Integration Initiative 

On the year2012, six schools from Mudug, Nugaal, Bari, Karkaar, Sool, Sanaag and Cayn regions have taken part in a football 

championship event organized by CORD in Galkayo-Mudug Region of Somalia. The Football championship tournament event 

ended in much appreciation by the schools that competed for winning the cup that was eventually handed over by CORD. The 

game was an event that was meant to have the distanced schools to get them close and interact with each other.  

6.2 Ramadan radio quiz competition 

Last year’s Ramadan (Holy Month), CORD organized a radio quiz competition for the youths residing in Bosaso. The aim of the 

radio quiz competition was to have the youths from various schools in Bosaso to exchange educational knowledge and benefit from 

one another. The students were very happy to have this event taking place and recommended CORD to have it occur on a regular 

basis. 

PART 7) Challenges, Conclusion and Recommendations  

7.1 Challenges  

Poor transportation system – long distance drives with rough roads, poor communication systems especially internet facilities that 

create delays. The huge number of women and young girls wanting to register at the WDCs but with the lack of spacing and 

resources many are unfortunately put on a waiting list. Other noticeable challenges are; limited resources that will only enable to 

solve only a particular percentage of the numerous needs that the communities have. We also face challenges in the human rights 

department, whereby many people do not report or afraid to report human rights violation cases. Among Refugees and asylum 

seekers from Ethiopia in Bosaso Refugee camps, with the language barrier we have, it’s difficult to reach them with necessary 

information about HIV/AIDS. 
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7.2 Conclusion  

The year ended with successful completion of planned projects of the year and effective collaboration with the various partners we have who 

made it possible the brilliant implementation of the numerous missions. 

The two forums conducted on the 15th of Juneand on the 10th of August 2012 ended successfully with full participation of the partakers. 

According to the feedback we have had from the ground, people’s knowledge towards HIV/AIDS is increasing further and more people realize 

the importance of learning better about the disease in order to prevent and keep away from it. 

The organization has therefore had impressive reaction from the communities living in the villages where boreholes were drilled and 

rehabilitated, those projects were turning points in their lives. It’s all to acknowledge the unwavering support from the Islamic Development 

Bank.  

Human rights department was once again active whereby the team concerned with the monitoring of any violation of human rights was 

conducting their activities of recording and reporting cases of violence and were successful in handling cases that were needed to be dealt with 

accordingly.  

Similarly, the Organization’s health department had a magnificent year too by accomplishing several projects including distribution of medical 

drugs donated by Islamic Development Bank to various hospitals and orphanage homes. They were also able to facilitate the training of medical 

personnel from various hospitals in Puntland Region of Somalia which was conducted by the Arab Medical Union in a very good manner. 

The Education department was again at the top of their performance; the WDC’s located around the country did very well by producing bigger 

number of graduate students and enrolling bigger number of students. They therefore took advantage of the distribution of the learning 

equipment such as computers and furniture facilities donated by the Islamic Development Bank which will enable them to strengthen their 

education program.  

CORD will continue to work for the people of Somalia, with the help of our great partners, we are optimistic that we’ll collaborate further and 

raise our work towards improving lives of needy Somali communities.  
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7.3 Recommendations  

 Somali girls’ school enrolment rates are the lowest in the world due to cultural factors and financial difficulties that many 

Somali households face, we recommend that Government authorities, organizations and education institutions to encourage 

free of charge schools to be built and parents must be informed about the importance of girl education. 

 FGM and HIV/AIDS programmes should be expanded and delivered to communities near cross-borders which are more 

vulnerable and need to be sensitized about the dangerous of FGM and HIV/AIDS. 

 Water is very vital component in people’s lives, with clean water and enhanced sanitation, people’s lives will have more chance 

of betterment in terms of health and well-being, with Islamic Development’s support, CORD was able to drill and rehabilitate 

many boreholes and shallow wells In Somalia. We therefore encourage more partners to start working towards this very 

important field of WASH in order to fulfill all communities’ needs of water in the whole country.   

 The health care service in Somalia is not at its finest; we require immediate improvement in this area; enhance 

capacities of its personnel, improve the quality of medical drugs and health care facilities and promote quality access of 

everyone. Thus, we urge local and international organizations to raise efforts on advancement of the public health care services 

in Somalia. 
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